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EXAMINING BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKERS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS 

 AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS  
 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY SECTION 
REGULAR MEETING 

January 13, 2004 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Peter Fabian, Lynn Gauger, and Linda Schwallie 
 
MEMBER EXCUSED: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kimberly Nania, Bureau Director; John Schweitzer, Legal 

Counsel; Gina York, Program Assistant; and other Department 
staff   

 
GUEST: None 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair Linda Schwallie called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m.  A quorum of three members was 
present. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Additions to the Agenda: 
None.  

 
MOTION: Lynn Gauger moved, seconded by Peter Fabian, to approve the agenda as 

written.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 12, 2003 
 
Amendments to the Minutes: 

 Page 2:  Under minutes amendments change “COAMFT” to “COAMFTE”. 
 Page 3:  Under Reciprocity from California, After the last sentence in the first paragraph, 

Add “It was noted that all other regulated states use the PES National Exam, but 
California does not. Questions were raised about whether or not the CA exam has a 
strong systemic focus as compared to the PES National Exam.  

 Page 4: Under Question regarding 5 years Experience add after the word regarding, 
“qualification of supervisors with” to read: “The Section discussed the issue regarding 
qualifications of supervisors with five years of experience and took the following action.” 

 Page 4: Under Reconsider 9/17/03 Motion, after the word regarding add “the accrual of” 
and after word practice add “before completion of academic requirements” to read ”The 
Section discussed at length the previous motion of September 17, 2003, regarding the 
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accrual of supervised practice before completion of academic requirements due to a 
request by Cathy Pond, Credentialing Administrator, asking to section to reconsider the 
action.”   

 Page 5;  Under First  Heading, the statement was amended to read, “The Section 
considered and reconfirmed that courses that meet the requirements of the Section are 
acceptable.” 

 Page 7;  Under First  Heading, delete “during the AODA Task Force topic dealing with” 
and insert “regarding” to read, “Correspondence was reviewed and a lengthy discussion 
took place re: MFT and AODA issues.”.  

 
MOTION: Peter Fabian moved, seconded by Lynn Gauger, to approve the minutes  
 of December 12, 2003 as amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
The Section held elections for officers at the January 13, 2004 meeting.   
 

MOTION: Peter Fabian moved, seconded by Lynn Gauger, to nominate  
 Linda Schwallie as Chair.  Abstained – Linda Schwallie.  
 Motion carried.  

 
MOTION: Peter Fabian moved, seconded by Lynn Gauger, to nominate  
 Lynn Gauger as Vice Chair.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
MOTION: Lynn Gauger moved, seconded by Linda Schwallie, to nominate  
 Peter Fabian as Secretary.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
The election results are as follows:  
 

ELECTION  RESULTS 
Board Chair Linda Schwallie 
Board Vice Chair Lynn Gauger 
Board Secretary Peter Fabian 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
Kimberly Nania, Director of Bureau of Health Professions, provided information to the Section 
that the Department is working on new policies and procedures. Once they are finalized they will 
be presented to all Sections and Boards. The Section asked about the filling of new Board 
appointments. Dr. Nania will send and email to Christopher Klein regarding this issue.  The 
building renovation plans have been finalized and will be going through the bidding process.   

 
PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED STIPULATIONS 

 
There were no stipulations to present to the Section at today’s meeting.   
 

 

 MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST SECTION  
January 13, 2004 

Page 2 of 8 



Final  

PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED STIPULATIONS AFTER THE MAILING  
OF THE AGENDA 

 
None.  
 

SUMMARY REPORTS ON PENDING COURT CASES, DISCIPLINARY CASES AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND PRESS RELEASES 

 
John Schweitzer, Legal Counsel reviewed the report with the Section at today’s meeting. The 
Section requested that Attorney Schweitzer provide rule changes from 2002 to present and bring 
them to the April 7, 2004 meeting.  

 
RECORD KEEPING RULE AS IT RELATES TO MINORS  

 
The Section discussed HFS 92 Confidentiality of Treatment Records, June 1995, from the 
division of Supportive living, Dept. of Health and Family Services.  Differences in HFS 
guidelines for retention of treatment records were noted.  John Schweitzer, Legal Counsel., will 
investigate further for clarification.   Any changes will be done at the Joint Board meeting 
scheduled January 13, 2004 and will be taking place later today.  
 

ADDITIONAL HFS RULE ON RECORD KEEPING   
 
The Section discussed the HFS rule on record keeping and made a recommendation to John 
Schweitzer, Legal Counsel that the language should be clarified and consistent in order for 
practitioners to know requirements for proper retention and destruction of records. This will be 
discussed further at the Joint Board meeting scheduled January 13, 2004 and will be taking place 
later today.  
 

DEVELOP A TEMPLATE FOR NON MFT DEGREES 
PETER FABIAN 

 
The Section originally began by reviewing the UW-Milwaukee template of MFT Curriculum as 
a starting point and will develop a template, which DRL credentialing could use. The following 
is a preamble developed by the Section at today’s meeting.  
 

PREAMBLE 
Course work, field experience, and supervision 
shall have a systemic focus. It is the Section’s  
objective is to assist schools and graduates in 
obtaining MFT licensure.  

 
The Section would like Barbara Showers, Office of Education and Examination to write a letter 
to Katie Mangan, MSW, UW-Milwaukee informing her that the Section has reviewed the UWM 
MFT curriculum requirements and the overriding consideration is that course work, field 
experience, and supervision shall have a systemic focus. The objective of the Section is to assist 
schools and graduates in obtaining MFT licensure and the Section would like to extend an 
invitation to come to the next meeting.  The Section will look at various other templates and 
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criteria during the development of the MFT   template. Peter Fabian will provide a copy of 
Whitewater’s template for review at the next meeting. After additional discussion the Section 
took the following actions.  
 

MOTION: Lynn Gauger moved, seconded by Peter Fabian, to designate Peter Fabian 
to represent the MFT Section to meet with the Education and Training 
Consortium at the WAMFT Conference to be held on March 28, 2004 and 
report on our process for identifying MFT course work, field experience, 
and supervision components for MFT training institutes.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
MOTION: Peter Fabian moved, seconded by Lynn Gauger, to request Barbara 

Showers write a letter to the MFT Director at the UW-Milwaukee School 
of Social Welfare regarding the program template information. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
The Section will continue working on topic and hear Peter Fabian’s report from WAMFT 
conference at their next meeting.    
 

DEFINING THE PROCESS FOR REVIEW OF JURISPRUDENCE EXAM   
 
The Section briefly discussed the process and will be reviewing the Jurisprudence Exam to look 
at whether it meets the following objectives.  

1) Ensure questions regarding Act 80 are included 
2) Test Construction 
3) Whether to Create a Test Item Bank 

 
The Section requested that the Office of Education and Examination come to clarify the actual 
process and setting up the exam review for the April 7, 2004 meeting.     
 

ALTERNATIVE SUPERVISOR POLICY TO REVIEW NEW CHANGES  
 
The Section postponed this topic to the next meeting.  

 
PROPOSAL TO REMOVE LIMITATION  

SANDRA HELPSMEET   
 
The Section reviewed materials distributed by John Schweitzer, Legal Counsel at today’s 
meeting. The Board will deliberate in closed session.   

 
AODA TASK FORCE REPORT / PROPOSAL   

 
Noted.  Peter Fabian will represent the MFT Section at the next AODA meeting scheduled for 
Friday, January 16, 2004.  

 
AMFTRB REPORT  

 
Noted.   
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WEBSITE EDITING 

 
Peter Fabian reviewed the DRL Website and asked to have the following items be edited.  

♦ Biennel Report- List MFT as a profession, not as a subspecialty under social work.  
♦ Credentialing Type – Currently under “L” change to “M”. 
♦  Examinations – indicate number of JP Exams per year and number of  days to apply 

prior to exam date. 
♦ App Form for approved SupervisorLink to other professional orgainizations such as 

the following: national site: www.aamft.org and (American Assn for Marriage and 
Family Therapy)state site: www.relationshiphelp.org (WI Assn for Marriage and 
Family Therapy) 

 
CORRESPONDENCE AND PHONE INQUIRIES RECEIVED  

BY LEGAL COUNSEL 
 
The Section reviewed all correspondence and inquires received by John Schweitzer, Legal 
Counsel. Attorney Schweitzer will respond to all on behalf of the Board. Correspondence of  
Valerie A. Zellmer regarding Cindy Klein as supervisor; no action is needed.  

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 
AAMFT CORE COMPETENCIES   

 
Informational only.  

 
VISTOR’S COMMENTS  

 
None.  

CONVENE TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
 MOTION: Peter Fabian moved, seconded by Lynn Gauger, to adjourn to closed session 

pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.85(1)(a)(b)(f) and (g), to review 
applications, deliberate on proposed Stipulations, review DOE cases, and, 
consult with legal counsel.  Roll Call Vote: Peter Fabian-yes; Lynn Gauger-
yes; Linda Schwallie-yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Open session recessed at 11:10 a.m. 

 
RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION 

 
MOTION:  Lynn Gauger moved, seconded by Peter Fabian, to reconvene to open 

session. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Open session reconvened at 12:05 p.m. 
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VOTING ON ITEMS CONSIDERED OR DELIBERATED ON IN CLOSED SESSION, IF 
VOTING IS APPROPRIATE 

 
 

MONITORING 
 
There were no monitoring cases before the Section at today’s meeting.  
 
 

STIPULATIONS 
 
There were no stipulations before the Section at today’s meeting.  
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE WARNINGS  
 
There were no administrative warnings before the Section at today’s meeting.  
 
 

DELIBERATION OF PROPOSAL TO REMOVE LIMITATION 
SANDRA HELPSMEET 

 
MOTION: Peter Fabian moved, seconded by Lynn Gauger to accept her supervision 
 and proposed course of study and that the Board would review removal of  
 limitation upon review of her successful completion. Motion carried  
 unanimously.   

 
 

DIVISION OF ENFORCEMENT - CASE CLOSINGS 
 
No cases were presented by the Division of Enforcement for closing.  
 
 

APPLICATION REVIEW 
 
There were no applications to be reviewed by the Section at today’s meeting.  
 
 

CONSULTING WITH LEGAL COUNSEL 
 
The Section consulted with John Schweitzer, Legal Counsel on all relevant issues. 
 
 

OTHER SECTION BUSINESS 
 

None.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOTION:  Lynn Gauger moved, seconded by Peter Fabian, that the meeting be 
adjourned.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:59 p.m. 
 
 

 
NEXT MEETING:   April 7, 2004 
                                  9:00am – 4:30pm 
 

All day meeting, Lunch will be provided. 
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